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What Happened? Trend in cutting
practices
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Cumulative Clearcut
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How long does fir live?

Age Class Distributions, 1980 and 2025

Spruce/Fir, 1980

Fir thicket, mid
70’s
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Intensive Practices

Intensive Practices, 1982-2008

Planting in Maine 1982-2008
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Cumulative Effects

Cumulative Total Affected by All Practices 82-08

memo; all silviculture

land use conversion
Planting
TSI/release

Chem release
Chem site prep

Other
Shelterwood
Selection or partial
Clearcut

37.3%
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Implicit Cut Cycles

Implied Cut Cycle Various periods, All
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Statewide data —
overestimate cycle in
wildlands

Previous pubs based
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Current capabilities
improved,
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Driving Forces:
|. Budworm
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I1l. Timber resource impact: Type
Change

Core SF Type Gp |Change
1982 2006|Acres |Percent

balsam fir 2129 2036 -93 -4%
white spruce 164 187 23| 14%
red spruce 1429 810 -619| -43%
red spruce/balsam fir 1624 907 717 -44%
black spruce 274 357 83| 30%
tamarack

n. white cedar

total core spruce-fir 5620 4297| -1323| -24%

total timberland 17123 17344 221 1%

percent spruce fir 33% 25%
Laustsen 2006, Table 6-2, RB NE-164, p. 169




Timber Inventory

Appendix C_ Figure 3. Yolume Estimates of Pulpwood Quality or Better Trees” and the 86% Confidence
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IV. Non Timber Values
Water: Flood Peaks
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Biodiversity & Key species Habitat

* Simons et al (2010)Adopted & measured 9
biodiversity indicators for 14 towns:

— Marten habitat 43% of land
— Marten occurrence (f) 10%
— LS North Hdwd 0.3%
— LS spruce-fir 1.4%
— Lynx occurrence 25%

 Outlook: BAU, all 9 indicators decline
* |f all cutting stopped, all decline too!



DEER HABITAT AND POPULATIONS

Estimated DWA, 1000 A.
by Lee Kantar, DIFW
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What are the underlying causes?
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BALD EAGLE
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OUTDOOR RECREATION

NMW Visits 1976-2009
(In 1999, land area incr 25%)
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V. Key Points

Major changes in landscape— attribution to single
causes is slippery

Role of intensive management has moderated

Partial cutting more important factor than
clearcutting

Impacts on nontimber values unclear

Perception that 1970s “golden age” was
sustainable not well founded.

Cannot go back to 1970’s: Deer or timber — or
other-- goals based on forest of 70’s not realistic



Thanks for coming, Questions and
discussion?
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